THE   DESSERA   FESTIVALS

rushes in, makes his blow, and having cut a gash into
the other's head so deep as to shew for an instant, by a
bright white line, that the skull is laid bare, he grapples
his antagonist by the shoulders, or clasps him round the
body, or even seizes him by the leg, and tries to throw
him over. This is by far the most interesting part of
the battle. The elasticity of the muscles already
alluded to, seems now quite gone, for every fibre
appears to have become rigid as a bar of steel. The
violent exertion of the limbs swells out the muscles
between the joints into firm knobs almost as hard as the
buffaloes horn of the csestus. For a long time the
centre of gravity of the two bodies keeps within the
well-marked base carved deeply in the sand by their
feet during the struggle ; but at length, down they go
together with a most formidable crash. It is not
always, I took notice, that the wrestler who is undermost
comes worst off ; for it frequently happens, that the
upper one is obliged to weaken his guard in order to
keep the other down, and thus, although he has the
superiority in position, he gets many a severe pegging
from the armed knuckles of his prostrate antagonist.
In this manner they lie rolling about in the sand for a
long while, struggling to regain their feet, and occasion-
ally giving each other such blows on the head that they
become dreadfully disfigured.

After battling in this way for some time, without any
decided advantage on either side, they cast up many
petitioning looks to the Rajah, who at length makes a
signal for them to desist. The victor if there happens
to be an obvious superiority, generally goes off the
ground in half-a-dozen somersets, to show his un-
diminished vigour, as our champions in the prize-
ring cast up their hats when they have won and say
they are ready for a fresh fight. Meanwhile, the loser
puts on a pathetic or wistful look ; and first bending
towards the Rajah, makes a low salam towards the
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